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INTRODUCTION 
The following study is an effort to determine the 
effectiveness of a planned program to teach the religion 
vocabulary presented in the first grade Catechism. It 
is an attempt to develop the word -meaning and recognition 
of fifty technical words contained in the religion vocabu-
lary for first grade as a means for better understanding 
of religion, and to facilitate comprehension in second 
grade reading. 
This study is an outcome of the work done in 1950 
by Sister Mary Christopher Coughlan1 who made an analysis 
of the Religion Vocabulary in Grade One. The results of 
her study showed conclusively that most of the children 
do not fully or clearly understand the words used in the 
Catechism. 
This study is an attempt to evaluate a definite 
word-meaning program for the catechetical instruction of 
children in three first grade class rooms; one in a 
Pennsylvania community, and two in Massachusetts• 
1. Coughlan, Sister Mary Christopher,"An Analysis of 
Religion Vocabulary in Grade One," Master's Thesis, 
Boston University , 1950. 
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CHAPTER I 
JUSTIFICATION AND BACKGROUND 
Catholic education should instill a living knowledge 
of Christ through which one learns to live a Christian 
life and develop a Christ-like character. Spiritual devel-
opment is the epitome of the Catholic school system. God 
related to all subjects , and all subjects related to God 
should be the criterion of every Catholic educator . 
Catholic educators are well trained in the secula r 
branches of education and have benefited greatly from 
the extensive research that has been done in these fields, 
both by themselves and other educators. However , in the 
teaching of religion , which is the most difficult task in 
the curriculum , these educators must rely solely on their 
own resources of discovery , and they admit wholeheartedly 
that they are a long way from the summit of perfection in 
religious education . 
The catechist, in teaching young children, must be 
ever mindfu l that words are the richest source of knowl-
edge in the lives of children. Without them they are at 
a loss to convey thoughts or to understand others . The 
meaning of each new word must be carefully explained as 
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it is presented in the lesson. The religion vocabulary 
is entirely new and differ ent from tha t which the child has 
previously encountered. 
Buhlmann1 indicates: 
Christian terminology is the gate through which 
catechetical instruction must pass . The personality 
of the catechist, the didactic material she uses , all 
factors necessary f or good catechetical teaching are 
related to language, the normal means of communica tion 
between men. Language introduces the child into the 
intellectual world of adults. Every time he sees 
something new he asks , "What's tha t ?", and wants to 
know the meaning of every new word he hears or reads, 
so as to discover the thing itself, covered by a word. 
Then, on hearing a word, he f orms a mental picture of 
the object. 
Sloyan2 , too, realizes the need for stressing the mean -
ing of the technical vocabulary in religion. He sugges ts: 
However clear, however simple a catechetical in-
struction may be, the expression and turn of phrases 
are entirely different from the language spoken by 
chi l dren. They find almost none of the terms familiar 
to them, or if they find them, they do not as sign them 
the same meaning. What medium is there to aid their 
understanding, therefore, if they are not provided with 
clea r explana tions proportioned to their limited capa-
cities? And what will knowing the ca techism from 
memory profit them if their understanding is not en-
lightened beyond this point? 
1. Buhlmann , Walter, 0 . F . M., "Christian Terminology in 
Christian Countries," Lumen Vitae, Brussels, France, Vol. V. 
No. 4, Dec. 1950, 1950 , p . 614. 
2. Sloyan , Gerald , S.,"Catechism and the World," Common-
weal , New York, Vol. LXV , No. 23, March, 1957, p . 587. 
It has been discovered as a result of intensive re-
search tha t word meaning is most essential for the compe-
tent mastery of any subject. In the religion areas this 
is particularly true due to the profusion of difficult 
technical words contained therein. However, not much has 
been a ccomplished in transferring this information unto 
practical use. Methods in tea ching religion are very an-
tiquated. Few catechists have deviated from the narrow 
path of the question-answer style of teaching, which is no 
challenge to any child . Religious education, in order to 
fructify, must abandon the stilted method of word - perfect 
answers and replace it with newer ideas . The time is ripe 
for catechists to reap better results by daring to be dif-
ferent in their teaching. The few educators who have had 
the courage to delve into the cause of poor results in this 
field have discovered that the lack of word meaning is the 
greatest barrier to a firm foundation in this subject. 
McDowell's! conviction is: 
Memorization of definitions without any meaning 
is one of the real tragedies of the religion course. 
1. McDowell, John B. , Rev., "A Study of Elementary 
Religion," Catholic Educational Review, Washington, D. C., 
Vol . XLIX, No . 4, April, 1951, pp . 245--246. 
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The old principle, that lea rning is i n terms of known, 
applies to religion as it does to other subjects . 
What, a fter a ll, is to be gained by making chi l dren 
memorize definitions when there is absolutely no mean-
ing for them in the terms of the definition? The def-
inition is merely a label or a symbol for a meaning 
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or a truth, and there is no magic in these l abels or 
symbols whereby meaning is communicated. A definition 
should never be committed to memory until the meanings 
which it represents are clearly understood . Un l ess the 
bas ic concepts are closely understood they can never be 
a founda tion for future learning. The more fundamental 
or elementary the concept is, the more this principle 
applies, for it is the difference between building on 
sand, and building on rock . 
The Blackfriars 1 also maintain that much more than 
memorization of doctrinal principles is neces sary to learn 
and live one's religion. 
The whole purpose of the church in preaching the 
faith is to conv~t~ , to bring about this union of 
knowledge and love of God which Christ effects in His 
members. But this cannot be done by tea ching the Faith 
in abstract terms of catechism and definition. These 
have their use and will be useful only on condition 
that this union has been effected. All preaching and 
teaching must be concrete and persona l before abstract 
thoughts about the tru ths of faith can be living thought 
..... . For too long much of our teaching , and conse-
quently much of our learning, in school has remained in 
the realm of the abstract, and needs to be transposed 
into the concrete and personal. 
Reading is the core from which stems most of our formal 
educa tion , therefore, the discoveries made in that f ield must 
1 . Blackfriars, Editors, "Editorial," Life of the Spirit, 
London, Eng l and,Vol . XIII, No. 148, Oct., 1958, pp . l50-151. 
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of necessity, relate to all other subjects. The teacher 
of religion will benefit greatly by applying the forthcoming 
information to her daily teaching. Too much stress cannot 
be placed on the value of teaching word meaning if one is 
to be assured of successful results in the teaching of 
religion . 
Durre11 1 states very clearly that word meaning is nee-
essary and important. 
Classroom work in word meaning and word recognition 
is for immediate use. These are used in connection with 
the regular reading period. If the meaning is not pres-
ent, learning to pronounce a word quickly is merely the 
production of a nonsense conglomeration of sounds. 
Learning and retention are enhanced by word meaning. 
Dolch2 affirms: 
Surely if any element of school work deserves 
repetition, it is the meanings of new English words , 
for we wish them to function for the rest of the 
child's life in his thinking , and perhaps in his 
expression. 
Dawson3 considers the acquisition of word meanings a 
complex problem. She thinks: 
Children should be given careful guidance in 
1. Durrell, Donald D., Improvement of Basic Reading Abil ity, 
World Book Company, New York , 1940, p. 163 . 
2. Dolch, Edward, W., Reading and Word Meanings , Ginn and 
Company , Boston , Mass., 1927, p . 33. 
3. Dawson , Mildred, A., Bamman, Henry A., Fundamentals of 
Reading Instruction, Longmans , Green and Co., New York, 1959, 
P• 131. 
ga~n~ng precise word meanings and using those words 
in their speaking and writing vocabulary . Compre-
hension of what is r ead is dependent upon the child ' s 
ability to recognize and get meaning from the in-
dividua l words and word groups; speed of r eading de-
pends so much u pon the eas e and conf idence with which 
the child gains meaning from the printed pa ge . The 
tea cher should be prepared to do much incidental 
teaching of word meanings , and she should be r eady 
at a ll times to do direct t eaching of meaning a s the 
need ari ses . 
Goins 1 directs that word meaning should begin before 
the child is confronted with the task of reading . 
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The development of auditory perce ption beg ins 
when the child starts to hea r , understand , and speak 
words. We take f or granted that a chi l d cannot l earn 
t o r ead unless he has adequate knowledge of the words 
and their meaning , and r eading readiness tests and 
developmental programs are concerned with vocabulary 
and language facility . When the time comes to asso-
cia te the auditory perception of word sounds with 
prin ted shapes , he wi ll be faced with many difficul-
ties . Therefore , he must learn t o hea r and speak 
words clearly and a c cura tely; he must be gi ven help 
in knm.;ring the pr ecise meanings of words or the sev-
eral meanings one word can have . 
In his study on religion , Fullmer2 says : 
The young child , on entering school , finds him-
s e lf confronted wi th a number of subjects that he is 
1 . Goins , Jean Turner, "Vi sual and Auditory Perception in 
Reading , " The Reading Teacher , Chicago , Ill., Vol., XIII, 
Nu¢ber 1 , Oct . , 1959 , p . 12. 
2 . Fullmer , David , C .. Rev ., The Vocabulary of Religion , 
Dissertation , Ca tholic University , Washi ngton , D . ~ . , 1943 , 
p. 13 . 
expected to learn and master . Each of thes e fields 
of knowledge has its own peculiar language . The 
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chi l d has never heard the va st majority of these words. 
The text-books he uses are fi l led with these strange 
words. The teacher is constantly referring to them 
that: 
in her exp l anations. He is bomba rded with words , 
strange words, unintellig ible words . Only too often 
no attempt is made to give any meaning to them. After 
a word appears several times in a text-book, it is 
taken for granted that the child unders tands its mean-
ing. 
In Hildreth•s 1 study in word recognition she discovered 
Familiarity with the meaning of the words was a 
significant factor in successful learning. Percep -
tual confusions seemed less common than meaning con-
fusions or word-association confusions. 
Hildreth2 also advocated the development of necessa ry 
background and meaning of each new concept. She felt that 
to t a lk to children over their hea ds wa s futile. Her ar-
ticle suggests that the requirements of r eading be kept 
at the child's maturity and experience level. 
1 . Hildreth , Gertrude , ~An Individual Study in Word 
Recognition," The Elementary School Journa l , Chicago, 
Illinois, Vol. XXXV, No. 4, April, 1956 . p . 616 
2. Hildreth, Gertrude , "The Difficulty Reduction Tendency 
in Perception and Prob l em Solving ," Journal of Educa tional 
Psychology, Baltimore , Maryland, Vol . XXII , No. 4 ,April, 
1941 , pp.305-307 . 
The need for developing meaning in vocabulary was 
1 
strongly felt by Holmes . She declares : 
The child who is given direct instruction in 
word meaning is able to understand a much larger 
number of words than the child who has read widely 
without, however, having received such instruction. 
She also maintains that the teacher should strive to 
accomplish two purposes : 
First, she will see to it tha t the meaning, 
appearance, and pronunciation of the word are con-
stantly associa ted with one another in the child's 
thinking. Second , she will endeavor constantly to 
relate new meaning to the general topic of the study 
period. 
Coughlan2 stresses th~eefactors as being necessary 
toward increasing and developing children's vocabulary. 
They are: intelligence, experiential background, and the 
provision of experiences to improve and broaden the ex-
periential background of pupils. She believes that no 
real learning can take place without activity on the part 
of the pupil and tea cher. 
1. Hoimes , Eleanor, "Vocabulary Instruction and Reading," 
The Elementary English Review , Detroit, Michigan , Vol. XI , 
No . 4, April , 1934 , P• 103. 
2. Coughlan, Mary Christopher, Sister, "An Analysis of 
Religion Vocabulary in Grade One," Unpublished Thesis, 
Boston University , 1950, p. 3. 
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McKee considers it necessary to use planned exercises 
to develop meanings of words. He urges that instruction be 
provided to acquaint the child with several meanings of a 
word~ This is done more readily and satis factorily by 
definite instruction than by merely providing stimula tion, 
time, and material . 
McKee~ further states: 
Any teaching of reading that does not lead the 
child to respond to printed symbols with meanings, 
concepts , and the like fails in its fundamental 
purpose. 
Rinsland3 points out the importance of words and 
their meanings: 
Words and their meanings are vitally important, 
above all their meanings. For here complex and in-
tricate factors immediately enter in. Simple words, 
fast and get for example , have so many different 
meanings that one is appalled by the immensity of 
the problem. For instance, these words vary not 
only as they are used by distinct individual s in 
various professions and walks of l ife, but also by 
1. McKee , Paul, Teaching of Reading in t he Elementary 
School, Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, Massa chusetts, 
1948, p. 320. 
2. McKee, Paul , Reading and Literature in the Elementary 
School , The Riverside Press , Cambridge, Massa chusetts , 1934, 
p. 94. 
3. Rins l and, Henry D., Word Meanings in Children ' s Writings, 11 
Elementary English, University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 
I llinois , Vol, XXVII, No. 4, April, 1951, p . 219. 
these same persons upon different occasions. The 
meanings, frequently vary in a single conversation. 
Likewise, the meanings differ according to the age 
levels of the different persons. That is, a child 
in the first grade uses not only fewer words than a 
child in the third grade or an adult , but he also 
atta ches fewer meanings to the words he does use 
and with more simple abstractions. 
1 Joyal also makes a similar observation: 
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The problem of meaning becomes of a more serious 
n ature when children of the primary grades encounter 
in their reading words that are not found in their 
everyday experiences. This situation is usua l ly con-
fronted by third graders whose r eading materia l s con-
tain a somewhat large proportion of unfamiliar words . 
eoncerning meanings Edwards 2 states: 
If reading is to be climaxed in understanding, 
the words on the printed page must symbolize meanings 
or concepts which are already present in the reader's 
nervous system as a result of previous experience, 
and they sho ld be words already in the r eader's 
speaking vocabulary. 
Harris3 believes: 
In the writing of materials for beginners in 
reading, great care should be aken to use only words 
1. Joyal, Adelard Marie, Sister,"A Study of the Effective-
ness of Frojected I llustrations for the Development of Word 
Recognition in Third Grade Reading," Unpublished Doctor 's 
Thesis, Boston, University, 1954, p. 8. 
2. Edwards,Thoma s E. , "Oral Reading in the Total Reading 
Process," Elementary School Journal, Chicago, Illinois, 
Vol. LVIII , No. 1, October , 1957, p.57. 
3. Harris , Albert J., How to Increase Reading Ability, 
Longmans, Gree Company, New York, 1957, p. 398. 
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whose meanings are familiar to the childre~,or can be 
easily explained to them. The task of learning how to 
recognize the words is hard enough without the burden 
of having to learn new meanings at the same time . Be-
cause of this the child ' s reading vocabulary is at first 
composed entirely of words which should be part of his 
meaningful vocabulary . As the child progresses in read-
ing, new words and ideas are introduced. 
1 Durrell suggests lack of word interpretation is the 
greatest single obstacle to the understanding of reading: 
Skills related to simple comprehension are those 
of vocabulary , sentence structure, organization, and 
attention . Usually the greatest single obstacle to 
the understanding of the author's ideas is in word 
interpretation, either through difficulty in word ~ec­
ognition or word meaning. In the primary grades lack 
of comprehension is most often due to word recognition 
difficulties . 
2 Gray and Holmes concluded: 
One of the facts emphasized by all investigators 
is lack among children of clear, accurate meanings of 
words . The development of such meanings is a specific 
obligation of all teachers at all grade levels in each 
field of study. 
1. Durrell, Donald D., "Development of Comprehension and 
Interpretation," Forty-Eighth Yearbook of the National 
Society for the Study of Education , Part II, Bloomington , 
Illinois, Public School Publishing Company, 1949, pp . 23 - 24. 
2 . Gray, WilliamS ., and Holmes, Eleanor, "The Development 
of Meaning Vocabularies in Reading," Publications of the 
Laboratory Schools of Chicago , Chicago, Illinois, 1938, 
p . 17 . 
In summarizing , the teacher of reliSion must keep in 
mind that: 
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1. The subject includes new terms which are difficult 
for children to understand . 
2 . The language she uses should be clear , simple, and 
intelligible. 
3 . Memorization without meaning is useless . 
4 . The development of the meaning of technical words 
is most essential to the complete mastery of the subject . 
' 
CHAPTER II 
PLAN OF STUDY 
In order to conduct the study it was necessary to: 
1. Select a vocabulary 
2. Develop lessons 
3. Secure a population 
4. Teach and evaluate the lessons 
Vocabulary. In selecting the vocabulary with which to 
build the word-enrichment exercises for this study, the list 
1 
of words contained in the Coughlan thesis was consulted. 
Out of the one hundred most frequently used words , fifty 
were selected on the basis of: degree of difficulty, abstract-
ness and frequency in regard to the Courses of Study followed 
by the two schools concerned with the project. 
Each word was considered carefully in the light of these 
qualities. For example; when it was noted that words like 
infinite, Lord, divine , grievous, and merit were known by no 
more than six percent of the children tested, these were in-
eluded on the basis of difficul~y . Words as soul, peace , and 
1. Coughlan, Mary Christopher , Sister,"An Analysis of 
Religion Vocabulary in Grade One ," Unpubl ished Thes is, 
Boston University , 1950, p.3. 
grace were considered abstract. God, the most frequently 
used word in the catechism, and sin, holy and heaven were 
chosen because, in spite of the familiarity of these more 
common words, only sixty-nine percent of the ch i ldren were 
able to give adequate answers when questioned as to the 
meaning. 
The fifty words finally selected for the experiment 
were as follows : 
act creature grace Lot:d r&deem 
almighty crucify grievous mercy sacrifice 
apostle detest guardian merit saint 
appearance disobedience hail obey sign 
believe Divine hallowed offend sin 
Catholic everlasting heartily offer soul 
commandment faithful heaven original temptation 
confess forgive holy peace trespass 
church glorious inuna cu late prayer wilful 
Creator God infinite priest worthy 
Lessons. After the words were selected enrichment 
exercises were built to facilitate the understandings, and 
make more meaningful these difficult technical words. 
In building these lessons care was taken to proceed 
14 
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from the known to the unknown . It was only gradually that 
the religious meaning of the word was revealed and the child 
was left with that meaning . For example , in t eaching the 
meaning of the word appearance (wha t a thing l ooks like), 
the child was asked to consider Bambi, the little deer, in 
regard to his protective coloring , which makes him resemble 
the forest, though, and this point was stressed, he was gQ! 
the forest . The meaning was brought gradually to the re-
ligious significance of the wor d in rela tion to the Mass. 
When the child s ees the priest lift up the Host , which is 
C~rist, Christ is present under the appearance of bread and 
wine . 
Of course, some words did not lend themse l ves to this 
approach, because of the sacredness of their character or the 
impossibility of comparing them with anything within the 
range of the child 's experience. Words of this na ture, such 
as God, and divine, were explained in t heir religious context. 
The word divine was explained as a word that belongs to 
God alone. It te l ls us in one wo r d all the wonderful things 
that God is. As the word snow makes us think of skating, 
sleigh riding, snowmen, snowbal ls, so the word divine makes 
us think only of God and Hi s infinite perfections. 
16 
Population . One hundred four parochial s chool children, 
simila r from a socio-economic point of view , were chosen to 
take part in t his study. Two industrial cities were repre-
sen t ed , a first gr ade in North Eas t ern Pennsylvania , and 
two fir s t grades in Eas tern Massachusetts- - providing forty 
one and s i x ty - three pupils respectively. 
Plan of Presentation. The study was carried on in the 
following schools : the f i rst grade in Pennsylvania and the 
two first gr ades in Massachusetts . 
One hundred four children t ook part in the experiment 
which began in September, and was completed the last week 
of May . 
I 
fhe 
I 
a rather 
teach~ng 
fore ~he 
arrangement used i n presenting the lessons f ollowed 
general plan . When one of the r...ror ds selected for 
appeared in a catechism lesson , it was taught be-
lesson was expla ined. Thus , the word ~ was 
taugh f in relation to the Sign of the Cross . This was 
the v~ry f irst word presented, as the Sign of the Cross is 
taugh~ the f irst week of school . Similarly , the word hail 
was t~ught before the children learned the Hail Mary . 
n some instances two words were presented during t he 
same eriod, if the lesson being ·COnsid red included these 
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words. An example of this type of lesson would be the 
one 4r the Fall of Man . Here the words original and sin .. 
so both were taught at the same time . 
ethod of Presentation. Each word was pres~nted in the 
1 . The teacher introduced the word . Example: 
"Today we are going to learn a new word. It 
is a lovely word. It sounds just like music . " 
2 The teacher pronounced the word two or three 
times, and the children repeated the word after 
her . 
3 . The teacher wrote the word on the blackboard 
and again pronounced it . 
4 . The teacher read the enrichment exercise paus-
ing, and letting the children supply the defi-
nition when convenient. 
5. The teacher then posted the new word on the 
bulletin board or on the side board with the 
previous words learned. 
Although these v1ords were not taught as recognition 
word , and no attempt was made to have the children retain 
them as such, most of the children were able to recognize 
them before the end of the year , simply because they were 
place~ where they could be seen by all. 
The Otis Quick Scoring Intelligence Test , 
Form was administered to all the children. The results 
plained in Chapter III . 
~ word meaning test was built, using multiple -choice 
items for each of the fifty words taught . A sample of the 
test may be found in the appendix . 
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rhe teacher dictated the word God and the three multiple 
choi1answers preceding them by A, B, C. The children in 
turn ad to write A, B, or C, whichever letter corresponded 
with he correct answer. The number of correct responses 
deter ined the child's score . 
he administration of this test posed a difficulty. 
Since the words were not taught as recognition words, it was 
neces ~ary to have the test presented orally. This oral pres -
entation, it is thought, reduced the difficu lty to a great 
extent , as the children found it comparatively easy to rec -
ogniz the definition they had heard so many times in con-
necti~n with each particular word . This , of course, limited 
the vr lue of the test. 
1. W r ld Book Company, Yonkers on Hudson, New York 
19 
recognition test was also bui l t and administered 
becau e it was felt it wou ld be wor thwhile to discover if 
the c ildren had, in studying the meaning of the vocabulary, 
also astered the words as recognition words. 
J he word recognition test was similar to that found in 
the T~ink and Do1 reading workbooks. A sample may be found 
in th appendix. 
Rrom the choice of three words to a box, the children had 
to ci the one dictated by the teacher. The number of words 
circl d correctly determined the child's score. 
results of the tes t s are presented in the following 
1. sdott,Foresman Company, New York. 
CHAPTER III 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
THE DATA WERE ANALYZED TO DISCOVER 
1. Scores on Word Meaning for the Total Population 
2. Scores on Word Recognition f or the Total Population 
3. Sex Difference in Achievement on Both Tests 
4. Total List of Errors 
able I shows the distribution of chronological 
and m ntal ages in months f or the total population. 
TABLE I 
I STRIBUTION OF CHRONOLOGICAL AND MENTAL AGES 
CHRONOLOGICAL AGE MENTAL AGE 
ONTHS FRE UENCY FRE UENCY 
10-112 2 
t07-l09 0 
04-106 0 
lOl-103 3 
98-100 3 
95-97 3 6 
92-94 1 9 
89-91 2 15 
86-88 2 15 
83-85 5 16 
80-82 27 14 
77-79 20 5 
74-76 19 9 
71-73 25 3 
68-70 0 3 
165-67 0 1 
TOTAL 104 104 
MEAN 79.44 85.7 
S. D. 5.32 8 . 22 
J
he chronological ages ranged from 71 months or five 
years and eleven months to 97 months or eight years and 
one m nth. The mental ages ranged from 65 months or five 
years and five months to 112 months or nine years and four 
month • The population was above average mentally. 
21 
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able II shows the distribution of scores on word 
meani g and word recognition for the total population. 
TABLE II 
DIS RIBUTION OF SCORES ON WORD MEANING AND WORD RECOGN I TION 
FOR THE TOTAL POPULATION 
WORD MEANING WORD RECOGNITION 
ES FRE UENCY FRE UEN CY 
48- 0 92 90 
45- 7 7 11 
42- 4 2 2 
39- 1 1 0 
36- 8 1 0 
33- 5 0 0 
30- 2 0 0 
27- 9 0 0 
24- 6 0 0 
21-~3 0 0 
18- 0 0 0 l5r 0 0 12- 4 1 0 
9- 1 0 1 
TOTAL 104 104 
MEAN 48 .13 48 .19 
S. D. 3.9 3. 93 
he scores on both tests were concentrated bet,veen 
42 an 50 with means of 48. The format of the test 
proba ly contr i buted to the high scores. 
Table III shows the distribution of the chronological 
and ental ages in months f or the boys and girls. 
TABLE III 
DIS~IBUTION OF THE CHRONOLOGICAL AND MENTAL AGES FOR BOYS 
AND GIRLS 
MONT S 
110- 12 
lQJ.- 09 
104- 06 
101- 03 
98 - 00 
95-97 
92- 94 
89- 31 
86 -;8 83 - 5 
80- 2 
77-~9 74- 6 
71- 3 
68-,0 65- 7 
• 
BOYS C. A. 
0 
0 
1 
2 
1 
2 
5 
16 
10 
11 
15 
63 
78 . 5 
5. 54 
FREQUENCIES 
GIRLS C.A. 
1 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
1 
11 
10 
9 
7 
41 
77 . 78 
5. 56 
BOYS M.A. 
2 
0 
0 
2 
2 
3 
5 
11 
11 
7 
9 
1 
4 
3 
2 
1 
63 
87.03 
8 . 85 
GI RLS M.A. 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
2 
3 
5 
4 
4 
8 
3 
5 
4 
1 
0 
41 
84 . 34 
7. 92 
~he chronological ages of the boys ranged from 71 mont~~ to 97 months and for the girls from 71 months to 
103 ~onths. The means were 78.5 for the boys and 77.78 
for t~e girls. 
he mental ages f or the boys ranged from 65 months 
to 112 and for the girls from 68 months to 103 with means 
of 87 . 03 and 84.34 . 
23 
Table IV shows the achievement of boys and girls on 
the Word Me~ning and Word Recognition tests. 
TABLE IV 
ACHIEVEMENT OF BOYS AND GIRLS ON BOTH TESTS 
FREQUENCIES 
WORD MEANING WORD RECOGNITION 
SCORES! 
48-50 
45-47 
42 - 44 
39 - 41 
36-38 
33-35 
30- 32 
27 - 29 
24- 26 
21- 23 
18- 20 
15-17 
12-14 
9-11 
TOTAL 
MEAN 
S . D. 
BOYS 
57 
2 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
63 
47.89 
4.86 
GIRLS 
35 
5 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
41 
48 . 86 
1.32 
BOYS 
53 
7 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
63 
47.83 
4.98 
dne boy scored below 38; no girl scored 
the Word Meaning test. One boy scored below 
girl cored below 45 on the Word Recognition 
GIRLS 
35 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
41 
48 . 55 
1.08 
below 42 on 
42, and no 
test. 
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Table V lists the number of errors for each word 
on the Word Meaning Test . 
TABLE V 
TOTAL ERRORS IN WORD MEANING 
WORD ERRORS \.J'ORD ERRORS 
almighty 9 appearance 2 
sin 7 crucify 2 
grievous 6 faithful 2 
creator 5 grace 2 
forgive 5 hail 2 
offend 5 saint 2 
soul 5 sign 2 
confess 4 wilful 2 
detest 4 worthy 2 
heartily 4 apostle 1 
holy 4 catholic 1 
offer 4 commandment 1 
redeem 4 church 1 
act ' 3 creature 1 
believe 3 disobedience 1 
everlasting 3 divine 1 
guardian 3 glorious 1 
heaven 3 God 1 
immaculate 3 Lord 1 
infinite 3 original 1 
mercy 3 peace 1 
merit 3 prayer 1 
priest 3 sacrifice 1 
temptation 3 hallowed 1 
trespass 3 obey 1 
All words had some error. The highest frequency was 
9 for almighty. Sixteen were missed by only 1. 
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Table VI shows the total errors for each word on 
the Word Recognition test. 
TABLE VI 
TOTAL ERRORS IN WORD RECOGNITION 
WORD ERRORS WORD ERRORS 
trespass 12 merit 2 
almighty 8 prayer 2 
grievous 8 redeem 2 
glorious 7 sacrifice 2 
church 6 saint 2 
detest 6 sign 2 
immaculate 6 wilful 2 
infinite 6 believe 1 
worthy 6 creature 1 
creator 5 divine 1 disobedience 5 faithful 1 
offend 5 forgive 1 guardian 4 hallowed 1 heartily 4 offer 1 heaven 4 original 1 
mercy 4 peace 1 
appearance 3 priest 1 
catholic 3 temptation 1 
commandment 3 act 
grace 3 God 
soul 3 hail 
apostle 2 Lord 
confess 2 obey 
holy 2 sin 
The following six words had no errors: act, God, 
hail, Lord, obey, sin . 
The highest number was 12 for trespass. 
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CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The purpose of this study was to evaluate a program 
of word-meaning and recognition of fifty technical words 
contained in the religion vocabulary for first grade 
children . 
This was accomplished by presenting to one hundred 
four children enrichment exercises for each of these fifty 
words as it occurred in the daily religion lesson. 
The teaching began in September and continued until 
the end of May . Two tests were construc ted and administered; 
one to measure word meaning, the other,word recognition. 
The enthusiasm with which the children received each 
new word was heartwarming. They were most anxious to add 
to the list of known words, and evinced great pride in 
being able to explain the meanings of these "big, hard 
words" to their parents and friends. They were delighted 
to find that many of their older brQthers and s isters could 
not give adequate definitions for many of the terms. This 
feeling of superiority provided a high degree of motivation, 
and each new word was received with delight. 
The following conclusions may be drawn: 
1. The lessons appeared to be effective in 
increasing understanding and recognition . 
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2. A further indication of their effective-
ness wa s shown in the superior knowledge of the children 
when preparing for First Holy Communion . The first-graders, 
who has been taught the exercises, had a far greater under-
standing of the catechism than the second-graders who had 
not been taught these exercises. 
3. The value of the tests wa s limited , it 
is believed, because of the necessity of presenting them 
orally. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 
As a result of this experiment the following problems 
for research might be considered: 
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1. Make a follow-up study to determine if the 
knowledge gained carried over to the second grade. 
2 . Revise the tests used or devise another method 
of testing. 
3. Investigate the effect of thes e lessons in other 
parochial schools or religion classes. 
4. Build enrichment exercises for more technical 
words contained on levels other t han grade one. 
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APPENDIX 
LESSON 32 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: 
Our word for today is ~· Act means to do. 
As you sit and look at television you watch people 
~; you watch what they do. Sometimes you play house and 
~ like your mother or father. You pretend that you must 
do what they do. 
If you teach your dog tricks you make him ~ in a 
certain way. He mus t do what you tell him to do. He acts 
by running after the ball, or by carrying the paper into 
the house. 
When we have a play in school you a c t your part by 
saying and doing what you have been taught. Your parents 
come to see how well you can act or do your part on the 
stage. 
Everywhere you go you should ~ like a good child by 
doing what you know is right . When you do what is naughty, 
you 2£1 in the wrong way; you do things that are wrong; you 
commit a sin. Always try to !£! in the right way so that 
God will be pleased with what you do. 
Let us say together what act means. 
Act means to do. 
LESSON 38 
\.JORD TO BE TAUGHT: almighty 
Our new word for today is "almighty". It tells us about 
God Who can do all things. 
You have often heard the saying, "Do it with all your 
might", which means "Do it the best way you can". 
There are many things that are too hard for you to do , 
but they are easy for your parents because they are mightier 
or stronger than you. 
When the wind is very strong \ve say , "Do you hear the 
mighty sound of the wind?" Tha t means the strong sound of 
the wind . 
A lion's roar is ver y loud . We call it a mighty roar. 
It means a strong roar. 
The word mighty can tell us about people, the wind , a 
lion's roar, and many other things that are strong , but the 
word "almighty" belongs to God alone. It tells us that God 
is not mighty in just some things, but in all things. God 
is so strong that He can do all things and nothing is hard 
or impossible for Him. 
When you hea r the word almighty, think of God Who can 
do all things. Almighty means that God can do all things . 
LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: apos tle 
Today we a re going to tal k abou t the word a postle . 
apostle is a friend of Jesus. 
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An 
We all like to have friends because our friends usually 
make us happy. They play with us; they work with us; and 
they help us in many ways. We choos e people a s our friends 
becaus e we like them. 
When Jesus lived on earth He had some special friends, 
too. There were twelve of them whom He chos e from a g r ea t 
number of people. These twelve He ca lled Hi s apostles. 
These apostles, or friends of Jesus, traveled with Him wher e -
ever He went. They helped Him with His work. Before Jesus 
died He made the apostles the first prie sts. Jesus gave the 
apostles t he power t o do many wonderful things. 
As we learn more about Jesus while He lived on ea r t h , 
there will be many stories about the a pos tles , who were 
Jesus' friends. Some of the apostles wrote beau t iful stories 
about the wonderful things Jesus did while He lived on earth. 
They knew all a bout Him because they were His special friends. 
LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: appearance 
Oh! today we have a big,ha rd word and you are going 
to like it, I am sure . (Teacher pronounces a ppear ance .) 
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Here is a picture of a little anima l that you all know, 
Bambi . What color is Bambi? Look a t the spots on his back . 
Do you know why God made Bambi this color~ Yes, Bambi ' s 
coa t ha s the appearance of the f orest . When he runs he 
looks so much like the trees that the hunter cannot see 
him very well, and Bambi's color protects him . Appearance 
means what something looks like . Bambi is not a tree, but 
he gives the appearance of a tree. 
Look at this picture . (Show picture of an army p lane.) 
See the jet plane . Why do you think it is painted this 
color . Yes, to give the appearance of the sky. The plane 
is not the sky , is it? No , but it g ives the appearance of 
the sky. It is hard to see a plane like this , isn't it? 
Why? Because it looks l i ke the sky . 
A little brown worm looks like the dirt , doesn ' t it? 
It is not dirt , but it gives the appearance of dirt . 
Do you know a l ittle anima l t hat gives the appearance 
of gr a ss ? Good for you! A little gartersnake. Now a 
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LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT : appearance (continued) 
snake isn ' t grass, is it? No, but it gives the appearance 
of grass. 
God does this for many little animals, and at Holy 
Mass He does something big and wonderful to Himself. 
When the bell rings at Mass and the priest holds Jesus 
way up high for everyone to see, what do you see? You 
see the appearance of bread . It looks like bread, but 
of course, it is not bread; i t is Jesus. The white host 
just has the appearance of bread . 
This is not a t all hard for God to do. If he could 
give animals the appearance of the trees and the grass, 
it is easy for Him to give Himself the appearance of bread. 
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LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: believe 
Our new word for today is something that we can do all 
the time . (Teacher pronounces "believe".) 
Have you ever been to a big parade? Wasn't it fun? 
If you were behind someone tall it was hard to see what was 
going on , and when you heard the band playing,what did you 
ask Daddy to do? Yes , and he did; didn ' t he? He lifted you 
way up on top of his shoulders , and then you could see fine! 
Wer en't you a f raid Daddy would drop you? Of course not , be-
cause you believe-- you know it is true that Daddy would not 
drop you f or the world. You believe in Daddy. 
Maybe Daddy bought you a big , red balloon at the parade . 
What was inside the balloon? Yes , air. But you cannot see 
air. TheEe is supposed to be air all over this room, but I 
cannot see it , can you? Of course, Bobby, you are right. 
We believe the air is a ll about us; we know it is true , even 
though we cannot see the air. 
If you ever got lost you would go right up to the police-
man and ask him to help you . You believe, you know it is true 
that he would t ake you nome. 
We believe many things and many people even though we 
cannot prove it; we know it is true. 
LESSON 43 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT : believe ( continued) 
Now there are some things God tells us are true, and 
even though we do not understand them very well we believe 
them. We know they ~ true because God said so. 
If we can believe people we know, it is much eas ier to 
believe God because He could never make a mistake. To 
believe means to know it is true. 
44 
LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: Catholic 
Today we are going to talk about the word Catholic. 
A Catholic is someone who belongs to the Ca tholic Church. 
When you a~a little older you might join the Brownies 
or the Cub Scouts. If you do, you willbe called a "Brownie", 
or a "Cub Scout" because you belong to a certain group . 
If your daddy was in the army during the war he was 
called a sold ier because he belonged to the a rmy . If he 
belonged to the navy, he was called a sailor . 
We cal l boys and g irls who are from thirteen through 
n:i:neteen years old "teena gers" because they are in a certain 
age group--their teens--so they are called "teenagers". 
Anyone who belongs to the Catholic Church is called a 
Catholic. You are called a Catholic because you are a mem-
ber of the Catholic Church. I am a Catholic, too, because 
I belong to the Catholic Church. A Catholic is someone who 
belongs to the Ca tholic Church. 
LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: church 
Today we are going to talk abo~ the word church. A 
church is a building where ~ &Q to ~· 
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On the way to school this morning you passed by the 
church. A church is a building where ~ &Q to ~· In 
town there are many churches; some are big and some are 
small; some are made out of brick and some are made out of 
wood. There are many kinds of churches, too. There is the 
Protestant Church, the J ewish Church, which they call a 
synagogue, and the Catholic Church, to which we belong. 
Every Sunday Catholics must attend Mass in the church; 
it is where2!e_go_!o pray. 
When you pass by any church you shou ld think of God. 
Our church is called Saint Therese Church. The Catholics 
who live near come to Saint Therese Church to pray . 
lESSON 46 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT : commandment 
We have a big long word for today . (Teacher pronounces 
commandment . ) 
When you go out riding with Mommy and Daddy,sometimes 
you come to a red light. What happen then? Ri ght. You 
stop. Why? Yes, because it is the law. 
Does Mommy ever tell you to come in the back door 
when you come home from s chool? Is tha t a law in your 
house? Mommy wants to keep the front door nice for com-
pany , and you are not company. So she wants you to keep 
her law and come in the back door . 
At school we have a law that no one is to leave the 
school ya rd during reces s. 
Now , God has laws too. A l aw of God is called a £Qm-
mandment. God gave us ten commandments. A commandment is 
~ law of God . 
We must not f i ght. This is a commandment--a law of 
God. 
We must be kind to others . This is a commandment, 
a law of God . 
We must obey all those who have a right to tell us 
LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: commandment (continued) 
what to do . This is a commandment--~ law of God. 
We must love everyone . This is a commandment--~ 
law of God. 
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Most of all we must love God . This is a commandment, 
~ law of God . 
If you did not stop at that red light, what would 
hap pen? Yes, your Daddy would be punished . The police-
man does not like to give tickets to people, but he must 
keep us safe. 
If you do not obey Mommy's law you must be punished, 
too . She does not like to do it, but she must. 
If you do not obey a commandment--~ l aw of God--God 
must punish you, too . He does not like to punish you 
either, but He must . 
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LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT : confess 
The word we are going to lea r n about today is confess . 
Confess means to tell on yourself. When you t ell on your-
self you confess that you have done something wrong. Some-
time at home you might have broken one of your mother's vases 
and no one saw you. At firs t you thouffit "Oh, I won't say 
anything because no one saw me doing it." But then you 
thought, "I had better say something about this . I had 
bet ter tel l on myself. 11 So you confess that you broke the 
vase; you tell QU yourself. 
If a man robbed a bank and felt sorry aft er he had done 
it, he would r e turn the money and confess tha t he did the 
stealing. By confessing, he tells QU himself. 
You should never let someone else take the blame for 
wha t you do . If you do something wrong , do not be afraid to 
tell on yourself. Confess that you did it. 
When you are a little older you will go to confession 
and te ll your sins to the priest. You will confess or tell 
wha t you did that was wrong. 
God, your pa rents, and your t eacher will be very proud 
of you every time you confess tha t you did what was wrong. 
Do not wait for others to tell wha t you did . Confess, or tell 
2!l yourself. 
LESSON 49 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: creator 
The new word we are going to learn about today is 
creator . We call God a creator because He can make things 
out of nothing . A creator is some one who can make things 
out of nothing, and the only Creator is God. 
There was a time when there was nothing, nothing at all 
except God. To get an idea of what nothing means, close your 
eyes. What do you see? Nothing? Well, that was it! There 
was nothing except God. 
After a time God wanted to make the world and all the 
beautiful things that are in it. All He had to do was to 
wish they were there, and He had them. He needed nothing to 
make all the wonderful things you see around you--because God 
can make things out of nothing He has a special name. He is 
called a Creator. God is the only Creator, because He is the 
only One Who can make things out of nothing. The word creator 
belongs to God. When you hear the word creator think of 
some one who can make things out of nothing, and that Someone 
is God. 
LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: creature 
Our word for today sounds strange, but it isn't hard 
to understand, because everything God made is a creature. 
so 
Your mother, father, brothers, and sistens, and all the 
people you know are creatures. 
You might have heard your mother talking about someone 
and saying,"Isn't she a lovely creature!" She really meant 
a lovely person. 
When you are watching a Little League ball game and 
see a boy hit a home run you might hear someone say, "Did 
you see that lit t le creature bat?" He meant the little boy. 
People are not the only creatures. Animals, trees, 
plants, and even stones are creatures. They were all made 
by God. 
At the circus you see all kinds of creatures--clowns, 
midgets, tight rope walkers, elephants who dance, monkeys 
who can ride bikes, and dogs who can do tricks. 
When you go fishing you put little creatures, worms, 
on a hook to ca tch bigger creatures, fish. 
The birds, butterflies, bees, and even l ittle flies 
are creatures. 
In heaven there are creatures, too. They are the 
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LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: crea ture (continued) 
beautiful angels who love God very much. 
Remember, everything God made is a creature--even you! 
Please show your love for God by being the bes t crea ture 
pos sible. 
What is a crea ture? 
~ crea ture is anything God made. 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
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LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: crucify 
Our new word for today is a very cruel word. It is a 
terrible word, and makes us very sad. 
After the soldiers took Jesus as their pr isoner they 
brought Him to the judge before a great, big crowd of 
people. Among the people were some men who did not know 
any better, but who wanted Jesus to die. The judge knew 
that Jesus was innocent, that He had done only good , kind 
things, but those men yelled as loudly as they could, 
"Crucify Him! " They got many other people t o yell too, 
until all that could be heard was tha t terrible, cruel 
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word crucify. It means tha t they wanted to kill Jesus by 
nailing Him to a cross, and we know tha t the judge listened 
to those people, and did have Jesus crucified. 
Of cour se those men were r eally only taking our places 
tha t day because it was sin that made Jesus die, and every-
one who has ever committed a sin helped to crucify Jesus . 
What a terrible way to die! Wha t a cruel way to kill 
anyone! Only very bad men who had murdered and robbed were 
crucified. Jesus had done wonderful kind things , but because 
sin was so ugly and horrible Jesus was willing to let the 
the soldiers crucify Him so that we would know what a dread-
ful thing sin is. Sin killed Jesus by nailing Him to a cross. 
LESSON 53 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: detest 
We have a new word today that is a feeling word. 
(Show the children a picture of a large dish of car-
rots . ) Look at these delicious carrots! Mmmmmmm! Why, 
Johnnie, don't you like carrots? You hate them! Well, 
hate is a very strong word. If we hate something very, 
very much, we say we detest it . Really, Johnnie doesn ' t 
like carrots , and if he ate a few he could learn to like 
them very much. 
Yes, detest meant to hate very much. We hate or de-
test only what is bad . 
We detest war because it is evil. Detest means to 
ha te very much. We de~t sin because sin is the greatest 
of all evil. Detest means to hate very much. 
When we say the Act of Contrition we tell God that 
we detest all our sins . We mean that we hate them very much . 
We mus t be careful when we use the word detest . It 
would be wrong to say we detest bad men . We can detest the 
bad things they do, but the men we mus t love becaus e Jesus 
gave His life for them just as He did for us. 
Sometimes we have a fight with the boy or girl next 
door, and he, or she, punches real hard. It would be wrong 
LESSON 
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to say that we detest or hate that boy or girl, but we 
can detest or hate what was done to us. 
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Yes, detest is a feeling word. It means to hate very 
much. We are careful to detest or to hate only evil and 
sin. 
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LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: disobedient 
Our new word for today is a big, long word. (Teacher 
pronounces disobedient.) 
I think everyone has heard this word before. Some-
times Mommy says you are disobedient, doesn 't she? She means 
that you do £Q! do what you are told. 
The very first people to be disobedient were Adam and 
Eve. They did not do what God told them to do . God told 
them not to eat the fruit on one of the trees that grew in 
the beautiful garden. Adam and Eve did just what God told 
them~ to do, They were disobedient. 
If mother tells you not to tease the baby and you tease 
her just the same, you are . (Children supply 
the word} Disobedient means not to do what you ~ told . 
When mother tells you to come home for lunch, and you 
eat at your friend's house instead, you are disobedient. 
Disobedient means nQ! to do what you ~ told. 
When Daddy tells you notto play in the car, and you 
get in and make believe you are driving, you are being 
disobedient . Disobedient means not to do what you ~ told. 
When the policeman tells you to cross the street be-
tween the white lines and you cross in the middle of the 
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block, you are disobedient. Disobedient mean s not to do what 
you ~ told. 
A disobedient boy or girl makes Mommy and Daddy very 
sad. They are always unhappy themselves too. They forget 
that Jesus had to suffer and die on the cross because so 
many people were disobedient . They forget that Jesus left 
His beautiful horne in heaven and came down on earth to show 
boys and girls how to obey. 
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LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: divine 
Today we are going to talk about the word divine. The 
word divine tells us about God alone. 
When we hear certain words, right away we think of cer-
t ain things. Let us think of the word"snow". We know tha t 
snow is white , flaky , soft, wet, cold, and we can have lots 
of fun in it by ska ting , sleigh riding , making snowmen, and 
throwing snowballs. 
Now let us think of the "sun". We know that the sun 
is in the sky; it is round; it gives hea t and l i ght; it 
makes people , animals and plants grow; and it i s so strong 
tha t it can melt snow, changing it into water which makes 
the ground nice and soft for the flowers t o begin to grow 
in the spring . 
The word "night" brings many things to our minds--
darkness, the stars, the shining moon, getting ready for 
bed, and then at l as t--going to sleep . 
With the word divine it is different. When we hear 
the word divine, we think of only one Person--God. God 
alone is divine . Divine tells us in one word all the won-
derful things God is. No one else, not even the Blessed 
Mother, the angels, or the saints, is d ivine, because they 
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are not so grea t a s God. He alone is divine. 
Let us always remember tha t divine i s a word tha t tells 
about God alone. 
Now what do we mean by the word d ivine? 
Divine is a word tha t tells us about God a lone. 
LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: everlasting 
Our new word for today is a long, long word, and it 
means a long, long time . 
Did you ever go on the merry-go-round? (Show the 
children a picture of a merry-go-round). Did you want to 
get off when it stopped? No , of course not. You wished 
it would go on forever, didn't you? You wished the ride 
would never, never stop . You wanted it to be everlast-
ing . That means you wished it would ~ f orever . 
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Sometimes Mommy and Daddy take you to visit grand-
mother. When it is time to go home you hate to say good-
bye to grandmother. You wou ld like your visit to be ever-
lasting, because everlasting mean never to end, 
Last week it rained and rained and rained. We thought 
the rain would never stop. We thought it would las t forever. 
We thought it was everlasting . 
When we die if we have been good boys and girls God 
will t ake us to His beautiful home. We shall be with Him 
forever . Our haopiness will never end • It will be ever-
lasting happiness . 
Things in this world are really never everlasting • 
We just wish some of them could be. Tell me something 
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you would like to be everlasting, Jean. Why would you want 
that to be everlasting? Yes , tha t is right; you would not 
want it to end. 
What is the on l y thing that is really going to be 
everlasting , John? Yes, Heaven is going to be everlasting. 
It will never, never end . 
LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: faithful 
The new word for today is faithful, 
Do you know what this man is? (Show picture of a 
cowboy and a horse.) Yes, he is a cowboy,and do you know 
what he named this beautiful black horse? He named his 
horse "Old Faithful" . He calls his horse "Old Faithful" 
because no matter where he goes his hors e is loyal and 
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~ to him . He never lets him down. When he i s in trouble 
he is always with him. "Faithful" means to be loyal and 
true. 
(Show picture of a baby guarded by a dog .) How faith-
ful this dog is! He will not leave the baby. He will not 
let anything happen to her. If anyone tried to hurt her, 
he would bark and bark. He is faithful; he i s loyal and 
true. (Children supply definition.) 
You know who this man is don't you? (Show picture of 
a postman . ) Yes, he is a postman. A postman is faithful 
to his work . He brings the mail even in the r ain, and the 
snow, and the wind. He i s faithful; he i s loyal and ~ 
to his work. 
We must be faithful to God . We must be loya l and ~ 
to Him. People who are loyal and !!g~ to God are called 
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the "Faithful'! If they are loyal and true until they die , 
when they go to heaven we call them the faithful departed. 
Faithful means to be loyal and true, 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: forgive 
Today our new word is forgive. Forgive means to par-
don or e~cuse. 
At home when you disobey your parents they expect you 
to go to them and say you are sorry. They want you to ask 
them to forgive or pardon you. 
If you bump into someone you should say, "1 beg your 
pardon", or "Excuse me". By saying either of these you ask 
the person you bumped to forgive you . You want the person 
to know you are sorry and ask his forgiveness or pardon. 
If you were closing the door and it slammed in your 
mother's face you would feel very sorry . You would tell her 
you did not mean it, and ask her pardon. As soon as your 
mother says it is all right you feel better because you 
know that she has forgiven or pardoned you. 
You must also f orgive anyone who hurts you. Once a 
person says he is sorry you should forgive h im and forget 
all about the hurt. You should act as t hough it never 
happened . 
When you do what is wrong you offend God, and you 
should ask His forgivenes s or pardon . This can be done by 
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telling God you are sorry for your sins and promising Him 
you will not sin again. 
What does forgive mean? Forgive means to pardon Qr 
excuse . 
l 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT : GOD 
Our word for today is very short, but vezy important. 
The word is God . God is 2ill: Father in heaven. 
Your father is very good to you. He loves you very 
much . He shows his love for you in many ways . He works 
to give you all the nice things you have. Your home, 
your clothes, the food you eat , your toys, all of these 
you get from your father because he loves you. Your i 
father tries to make you ha ppy by taking you on trips he 
thinks you will enjoy. He is always trying to please you . 
If your toys become broken the first one you think of 
to fix them is your father. You think he is so wonderful 
that he can do just about everything . If there is some-
thing your father cannot do, you know it must be very dif-
ficult. You should love your father very much , and I am 
sure you do. 
God is your heavenly Father. It is God Who gave you 
your fine father here on earth . Just as your father takes 
care of you now, and gives you all he can to make you hap-
PY at home, so too, God , your heavenly Father, will make 
you happy in His home which is heaven . 
LESSON 
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Always remember--you have two father s , your father on 
earth, and God, your Father in heaven. 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: glorious 
Today we have a splendid new word. It makes you think 
of something very big and wonderful . (Teacher pronounces 
glorious. 
On the night ~hat Jesus was born some shepherds were 
watching their sheep . Suddenly a shining light a ppeared 
in the sky , and the shepherds saw many beautiful angels 
singing. That was a glorious sight . It was great and 
full of .iQy. 
Sometimes when the sun is going down, the sky is 
filled with beautiful colors; it looks like a ball of fire, 
and we say, "What a glorious suneet!" We mean it is great 
and full of J.Qy. 
Can you remember your happiest da y? A day when every-
thing went just right from morning until night? You might 
say that was a glorious day because for you it was great 
and full of ..iQy. 
After Jesus died some soldiers were guarding the 
place where He was buried . Early in the morning of the 
third day the soldiers saw a bright light shining from t he 
stone that had been rolled in fr od of Jesus' grave . The 
68 
LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: glorious (continued) 
light kept getting brighter and brighter and in the midd le 
of the bright shining l ight stood Jesus. He had come back 
to life again! What a glorious t hing that was ! It was 
great and full of .iQ:u. 
Glorious is something grea t and filled with jQy. 
God has a glorious place waiting for each one of us when 
we come to die. Do you know what it is? Yes, it is heaven. 
Heaven will be glorious . 
It is great and full of ~ 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: grace 
Today we have a word that will tell us about a wonder-
ful new world where we can live with God . 
When God made this beautiful world of ours He placed 
in it many different kinds of life . See this lovely rose! 
This rose has life . It grows and blossoms, then fades and 
dies . Timmy's little puppy has life too , but his life is 
much higher than the lifedE flowers . He grows like the 
rose , but he can move too, and bark, wag his tail , l i ck 
your face , and snuggle in your arms. There is a higher 
life than animal life , and this is human life--our life. 
We grow like the rose; we move l like Timmy ' s puppy, but our 
life is much higher than the animal ' s life. We have a soul, 
and we can think , know, and love . We can S¥ yes or no; we 
can do things , or not do things . Our kind of life is very 
high indeed . But there is a life way , way higher than ours. 
Whose life is tha t? Yes , it is God's life! God~s life! 
God's life is so eifferent from ours that we just cannot 
imagine what it is like . But do you know that God has given 
us a chance to share His life? 
God has not given the rose a chance to live the animal 
life. He ha s not given the animal a chance to live our 
LESSON 
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life, but He has done a wonderful thing for us . At 
Baptism God gave us the gift of grace ~~ share in God ' s 
life in our souls . Think how wonderful that is! We can 
share God's life as well as live our human life because 
God gave us grace, and grace is a share in His life. 
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We must pray always that God will keep giving us more 
and more of His grace , and we mus t be very , very careful 
never t o lose this grace by sin . Only a very big sin could 
take away God ' s life from our souls . If we keep tre gift of 
grace in our souls all our lives , when we die and go to 
heaven, heaven will not be a strange place to us . The life 
in heaven is God ' s life , and we shall have become used to 
sharing God ' s l ife right here on earth. 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: grievous 
The new word for today is very hard to say, but I know 
you can say it. (Teacher pronounces grievous with special 
emphasis on~). 
Did you ever see this little girl before? (Show a 
picture of the child on the Polio appeal). Yes, this 
little girl has polio. Polio is a very bad sickness. 
It is grievous. Grievous means very, ~ry bad. 
Last week Joan was out of s chool because she had a cold. 
Was that a grievous sickness? No, because it was not very 
bad. 
In the paper last night I read about a man who was in 
an accident. He is in the hospital now. It was a grievous 
accident. It was ~, very bad. 
A mortal sin is grievous. It is very, very bad. If 
a man walked into the bank and stole a lot of money, tha t 
would be a grievous sin. It would be very, very bad. 
When you take a pencil that does not belong to you, 
is that a grievous sin? No , because it is not very, very 
bad. It is a sin to take someth~ng tha t does not belong 
to you, but it is not a grievous sin. 
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If we love God very, very much we will be careful 
never to commit a grievous sin. We will never do anything 
that is very, very bad. 
LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: guardian 
Today we are going to learn about the word guardian. 
A guardian is ~ who takes care of you. 
The best guardians you have are your parents. They 
take ~ of you with great love. 
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At school your guardians are the pr incipal , your teacher, 
the nurse, and even the janitor. Yes , he t akes ~of you, 
too. 
If you go to the beach there is a lifeguard to wat ch 
that you do not go in water that is too deep . He is your 
guardian; he keeps you from getting drowned; he takes care 
of you. 
When you are going home from school , the policeman 
s tands a t the corner to see tha t you cros s the street safely. 
He takes ~ of you, so he is a guardian. 
The firemen are guardians, too. They protect your 
homes and school . If you had a fire at your home they would 
come as fast as possible to take ~ of you. 
Soldiers , sa ilors, and marines are guardians becaus e 
they guard, or take ~ of their country. 
God has given you a very special guardian who helps you 
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to do wha t is right. He is your Guardian Angel. You 
call him a Gua rdian Angel because he t akes ~ of ~ 
Tell me, please, wha t is a guardian? A guardian is 
someone who t akes ~ of you. 
Can you name a few people who are guardians? 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: hail 
The word we are going to talk about today is hail. 
We are going to think of it as meaning hello, although t 
it has a few other meanings . 
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Perhaps you have heard the song, "Hail, Hail , the 
Gang ' s All Here". The "Hail , Hail" is a cheery greeting 
which means hello . It is just like calling, "Hello, Hello, 
the Gang's All Here". Even though you do not often hear 
the word hail, it is all right to say hail instead of 
hello. 
When Blessed Mother lived on earth most of the people 
said hail instead of hello. That is why the Angel Gabriel 
said, "Hail, Mary" when he appeared to her to ask if she 
would be the Mother of God. He really meart:,"Hello, Mary" 
in the way we t a lk today. 
Just for fun, when you go home for lunch today instead 
of saying,"Hello, Mommy", tryaaying,"Hail, Mormny" , and see 
if she knows that hail means hello. If she doesn't, and 
you tell her, she will think you are very smart . 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: hallowed 
The new word for today makes us think of a day we all 
like. (Teacher pronounces hallowed). 
My! That was easy, wasn't it? Halloween is right. 
We have lots of fun that day! We dress up and make believe 
we are witches,and goblins, and ghosts, and we scare people 
half to dea th! 
Last year all the first - grade children dressed up , but 
they were not goblins. They were not witches. They were not 
ghosts. Each boy and girl came to school dressed up as a 
different saint. One wasSaint Francis, one was Saint Nicho-
las--everyone loved him--, one was Saint Agnes. These boys 
and girls knew what Halloween really means . It means holy 
evening. Hallowed means holy, and 'een i s a short way of 
saying evening . Halloween is the holy evening before All 
Saints Day. There are not enough days in the year to give 
each saint a day so once a year is All Saints Day, and the 
evening before that big day is Halloween, holy evening. 
If you could ever go to Nazareth where Jesus used to 
live, you would say, "This is a hallowed spot. You would 
mean it is a holy place. 
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When you say the Our Father you say,"hallowed be Thy 
Name". You mean that you want everyone to keep God's Name 
holy . 
Some people use God's name when they are angry. They 
are not keeping God's name holy. 
Hallowed is a word that means holy. 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: heartily 
When you see the clowns on TV what do you do? Of 
course, you laugh! The funnier they are the harder you 
laugh . When the great big, long, skinny clown tries to 
hit the little short, fat clown , and hits himself instead, 
you really laugh. You laugh heartily--that means it is a 
real laugh right from your heart. 
Did you ever visit the monkeys at the park? They 
make you laugh, don't they? You laugh heartily; you really 
laugh right from the heart. 
Now, last year a little boy bumped the table where 
the statue of Blessed Mother is and what do you think hap-
pened? Yes, the statue fell over and was broken. He felt 
terrible about it. He was very sorry. He was so sorry 
that he felt like crying . He was heartily sorry--that 
means he was really sorry right from his heart . Of course 
Sister forgave him because she knew that he was really sor-
ry. 
Did you ever break something belonging to Mommy, some-
thing that she liked very much? How did you feel? Yes, 
you were heartily sorry; you were really sorry, right from 
your heart. 
LESSON 
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When we sin we break one of God's laws. Because we 
love God very much we are sorry when we sin. If we are 
heartily sorry we are really sorry right from~ hearts, 
and God forgives us. 
Every time we say the Act of Contrition we tell God 
we are heartily sorry. What do we mean when we say this 
to God? We mean it is right from our heart. Yes, and God 
always forgives us no matter how bad the sin is, if we 
are heartily sorry. 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: heaven 
Heaven is our new word for today. Heaven meaas 
having perfect happiness. 
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Let us pretend that there is no trouble in the world. 
Everyone is perfectly happy. Your mommy and daddy have 
everything they want. You are the most perfect child who 
ever lived. You do not know what it means to be sick. 
There is no such thing as a toothache or a cold. The 
weather is just right; it is not too hot nor too cold. 
Everyone is kind to each other. There is no trouble at 
all. You cannot think of a thing that would make you 
happier than you are. If we had things that nice, we could 
say, "This is heaven on earth", because we would have per-
fect happiness. 
In heaven we shall have all these things, because 
heaven is God's home, and in His home we are going to be 
perfectly happy. We cannot ever imagine a ll the wonder-
ful things God has planned for us in heaven . Heaven means 
perfect happiness; no trouble at all. 
If we are very good here on earth and try to keep God's 
commandments we shall be rewarded with perfect happiness 
LESSON 
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when we die . This means we shall live for all eternity 
with God in His homecalled heaven. There we shall enjoy 
perfect happiness with Him. 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: holy 
Today we are going to lea rn about the word holy. Holy 
means very good. We can use the word holy when we speak of 
someone or something that is very good. 
You are a holy child if you pray well, work well, and 
play well. Your parents are holy parents if they take good 
care of you, and try to see that you do what is right. 
The church is a holy place because it reminds us of God 
when we go there to pray . 
When we see pictures of Jesus or the Blessed Mother 
we say ,they are holy pictures, because they a re good pic-
tures, and make us think of good t hings. (Have some pic-
tures on display and discuss why they a r e holy pictures .) 
The place where Jesus died is called the Holy Land 
because it reminds us of how good Jesus was to die for us 
so that we may go to heaven. 
When we hear the word holy, let us think of something 
or someone who is very good. 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: immaculate 
Today we are going to learn a new word . It is a 
lovely word; it sounds just like music. (Teacher pro-
nounces immaculate). Isn't it pretty? (Repeat the word.) 
"Let me hea r you say the new word." (Children re-
peat the word a few times) . 
Do you remember last winter the first time it snowed? 
Here is how it looked . (Show a picture of a snow scene . ) 
How clean everything looks! There is not a spot of dirt 
anywhere. It is very , very clean . Tha t is what immacu-
l a te means--very, very clean. 
When mother puts the sheets on the line, how do they 
look? Yes, they are nice and clean . They look immaculate . 
When Daddy's shirt comes back from the laundry, it is 
not dirty any more. It is sooooo clean! It is immaculate . 
That means there is not a spot on it. 
Before you ea t your dinner you wash your hands ; then 
they are as clean a s can be; they are immacula te. (Children 
supply the word . ) 
Can you think of somethin g that is immaculate?(Elicit: 
t ablecloth, clean dresses, new white shoes , etc . ) 
LESSON 
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Blessed Mother always had a clean, white soul . Her 
soul was immaculate. When you are good boys and g irls,and 
your souls are nice and clean your souls are immacula te 
too. 
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What could you do right now to make your desks immacu-
late? (Children res pond,"Clean them.") Yes, immaculate 
means very , very clean, without a spot of dirt. 
What are you going to do tonight to make your teeth 
immaculate? 
Who can show me something in this room that is im-
maaalate? That is fine , Mary . Why is it immaculate? 
Yes, it is lovely and clean. 
Immaculate is a beautiful word . It means very , 
very clean. 
LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT : infinite 
Did you ever go to the beach and look way , way out 
over the water? Even if Daddy lifted you up on top of 
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his shoulders, all you could see was water,and if you shaded 
your eyes with your hands and squinted real hard, you could 
only see water way, way out. It looked as if there were no 
end to the water. It looked like an infinite amount of 
water. Infinite means without an end. 
When you look up at the sky sometimes all you can see 
is blue. The sky is so big and so blue it looks as if there 
isn't any end to the blue. You just cannot see past the 
blue. It looks as if there is an infinite amount of blue 
sky. 
When we talk about things in this world we know there 
is an end. Even though we have millions and millions, and 
millions of trees all over the world which seem like an 
infinite number of trees, there really is an end. 
Now let us talk about God. When we say anything 
about God we can use the word infinite, and it is really, 
really true. God 1 s love is infinite; it has no end; it 
goes on and on. God ' s power is infinite; it has gQ end; 
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He can do all things. God's kindness is infinite; it has 
n2 end . God's mercy is infinite; it has n2 end. 
Infinite means n2 end . Only God is really infinite. 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT : Lord 
Our word for today is Lord. The word Lord is ~ of 
God ' s names . 
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Each one has his own name . In school you know i f I 
want you to read or to go to the b lackboard , because I call 
your name . Each of you has at l east two names; some of you 
have three . When we t alk to people we ca l l them by name . 
God is called by a few names . Lord i s one of them. 
When we a re praying to God, we can say , "Dear Lord, help 
us." It is the same as saying , "Dear God , help us . " If 
some thing nice ha ppens we can thank God by saying , 11Dear 
Lord , I thank you." Anytime you want to talk about God 
you can call Him Lord, be cause it is one of God's names. 
LESSON 
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Today our word is mercy . Mercy means to be kind . 
If a hungry man comes to your house begging, and your 
mother gives him food, she shows mercy toward the man by 
being kind . 
A nurse is always showing mercy by being kind to the 
sick. 
Suppose a bird fell from its nest, and you fed it and 
took care of it until it was ready to fly, by being kind 
to that little bird you showed mercy toward it . If a dog 
hurts its leg, and you bandage it, you show mercy by help-
ing the dog. You are kind. 
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Sometimes when you are naughty and you deserve to be pun-
ished your mother shows mercy by being kind and giving you 
another chance. 
The Sisters who teach you are ca lled Sisters of Mercy . 
We should act like our Blessed Mother and show mercy or 
kindness to everyone. 
God will show great mercy or kindness to us if we are 
kind to others. 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: merit 
Timmy, you have a darling little puppy at home, haven't 
you? Can you make him beg for a bone? Wha t do you do? Yes, 
you hold the bone way up high so that he cannot reach it. 
Then, if he does what you tell him to do, he will merit the 
bone, and you give it to him as a reward. Merit means to 
~ 2, reward. 
Your daddy works to earn money. He works all week and 
on payday he will merit a reward---the money. 
A baby is afraid to walk at first, but sometimes Mommy 
holQs out a shiny toy, and baby runs to mother to get the 
toy . Baby merits the toy; he runs, and merits the reward. 
God has a beautiful place in heaven ready for each 
boy and girl here. It is more beautiful than anything we 
could ever imagine. God holds out heaven to us for a re-
ward, and we must merit heaven. We must do something to 
_____ it. 
Every time we are kind to others we are do ing some-
thing to merit heaven. We are trying to heaven. 
---
If we try always to obey God's commandments we shall 
merit heaven. We will heaven. Heaven will be our 
wonderful reward, but we must merit it. We must it. 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT : obey 
Today we are going to learn a new word . It is a l ittle 
word, but it means something big and important, especially 
to boys and girls . (Teacher pronounces obey . ) 
Look(show a picture of a boy r unning), here is a little 
boy who knows what this word means . Mother just called him 
in from playing with his friends , and he is doing what mother 
told him to do as fast as he can. He knows it is a big , im-
portant thing to obey mother. 
(Show picture of a little girl wearing a r a incoat.) 
Mother told Mary to wear her raincoa t to school . Mary knows 
how to obey , doesn ' t she? Obey means to do what ~ is told. 
Sometimes it is hard to obey when we want to go to our 
friend's house af t e r school instead of going straight home 
as mother tells us to do. We do not want to do what ~ are 
told then. 
When we find it hard to obey , it is good to remember 
that Jesus , Who is God , always did what Blessed Mother and 
Saint Jos eph told Him to do, though He knew much more than 
they. He taught us how to obey. Even when Jesus grew up He 
did what the soldiers t old Him to do the day He d i ed. When 
the soldier told Him to put out His Hand to be nailed to the 
LESSON 
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cross, Jesus did what He was told even though it hurt Him 
very much. 
When mother tells us to go to bed, we must obey. 
When the patrol leader tells us to stay in the line, 
we must obey. 
Yes , we must do what ~ ~ told . 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT : offend 
Here is our word for today! Offend. Offend means to 
hurt~ person's feelings. 
When you are naughty your mother i s not happy; you 
make her sad; you hurt or offend her feelings. If you 
are playing with a friend and he leaves you to play with 
someone else you become sad. Your friend has hurt or of-
fended you. Your teacher's feelings are hurt or offended 
if you do not try to do your work well in school. By 
teas ing your little brother or sister until you make him 
or her cry, you hurt or offend the child . When you fight 
or quarrel with other children you hurt of offend them. 
When we sin we offend God Who is very good to us. 
Let us always try to do what is right, so that we will 
not offend God by our sins . 
Now we know that the word offend means to hurt a 
person's feelings , to make him sad by not acting in a nice 
manner toward him. Try never to of fend or hurt anyone , 
because you know tha t you do not like anyone to hurt or 
offend you. 
What does offend mean? Offend means to hurt some-
one's feelings. 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: offer 
Today we are going to talk about a word that means !Q 
give • The word is offer. 
As I was walking into school this morning a boy ran 
over and offered to ppen the door; he wanted to help me . 
Then I met a girl on the stairs and she a sked if she 
could carry my books; s·he offered to give help, too. 
When I went into the classroom and began opening the 
windows, one of the bigger boys came over and took the 
window pole away from me; he offered to open the windows; 
he helped me. To find such poli t e children plea sed me 
very much. When we off er to do some thing for someone we 
want to give help, 
When you shake hands you offer or give your hand to 
show that you want to be f riends . 
Yo~r mother taught you to share t hings . If you had a 
bag of candy, and a friend came a long a s you we r e ea ting 
it, you should offer or give him the bag to take a piece. 
At home many time s your motheris very busy, and there 
are things you can do to help her. You should offer to dust 
or do the dishes before she ask you. 
Jesus offered His sufferings for u s when He died on the 
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cross. In return we shou ld of fer or give thanks to Him. 
Everytime we pray we offer or give prayers to God 
because we love Him very much. Let us see how many prayers 
we can offer to God today. 
What do you mean by offer? Offer means to give . 
LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: original 
Today we have a big new word. (Teacher pronounces 
original.) 
Tommy , the other day I asked you to make me another 
picture of the beautiful horse you drew so that I could 
hang it up for everyone to see . You wanted to take the 
first one home to show Mommy. Now the first picture you 
drew was the original. Original means first . The one you 
made for me was a copy of the original. 
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Isn't this a beautiful picture? (Show a picture 
study.) Is this the original picture that the artist made? 
No, of course not; the original, the first one , is hanging 
in a big museum far, far away. This is just a copy of the 
first one that the a rtist painted long, long ago. 
Sometimes big people write nice stories. When they 
think of things tha t no one ha s thought of before we say 
they are original. Original means first , and this was the 
fir s t time anyone t hought of this special idea. 
Long, long ago when Adam and Eve lived in the beauti-
fu l garden God asked them to show their love for Him by 
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not eating the fruit of one special tree. Adam and Eve 
said no to God and for the first time on earth there was 
sin. This was the very first sin on earth,so it is called 
original sin . Original means first. 
All of us,eacept one special person, were born with 
original sin on our souls. This special person always had 
an immaculate soul. Yes, Mary, Jesus ' mother did not have 
original sin. 
Original sin was the firs t sin ever committed on earth. 
• 
LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT : peace 
The new word for today 1makes you think of heaven . 
( Teacher pronounces peace.) 
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I ns tead of showing you a picture today I am going to 
let you clo se your eyes and make a picture in your mind f or 
yourself . 
Let us make believe we are in a big room with many 
children . Some are laughing and t a lking; some ar e yelling 
and screaming ; babies are crying ; the radio is on very loud , 
and a dog is barking and barking . Wha t a noisy place! 
Woul d you like to stay long in a r oom like tha t? 
Here is another pictur e . We a re in a lovely park, 
sitting very close t o Momwy and Daddy . The sky i s filled 
with beautiful colors and everything is very still. Mommy 
isn ' t saying a word , but she has her arm around us , and we 
feel very happy watching the sun go down . 
This is what peace means--qu iet--not only outside , but 
quiet in our hearts too . 
Some times when we do mean things to others, like dis-
obeying Mommy and Daddy, slapping our baby brothers , and 
fighting with our friends, our hearts are like that noisy 
room. Ther e is no peace in our hearts . Peace means quiet 
LESSON 
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on the inside too. 
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One day there was a terrible storm at sea. The wind 
blew the waves high; the thunder roared; the lightning 
flashed; and the apostles who were in the boat with Jesus 
were scared to death . Jesus just stood up in the boat, and 
said, "Peace , be still." Right away everything became 
very quiet . That is what peace means --quiet. 
Whenever Jesus talked to His friends after His res-
urrection He always said, "Peace be to you." He wanted 
them to have peace in their hearts . He did not want them 
ever to be worried or upset. When we are worried or upset 
our hearts a re like that notsy room . 
Peace means quiet inside our heart s and outside too. 
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Prayer is our new word for today . Prayer means talking 
to God . 
When something wonderful happens to you in school you 
just cannot wait until you get home from school to talk to 
your mother about it because you know she is going to be 
just as happy as you are. 
Your daddy just loves you to sit on his lap at night 
while you tell him all the things that happened during the 
day. If there is something troubling you he wants you to 
talk about it so that he can help you. 
Your friends are happy when you tell them your secrets 
and plans. You laugh and talk together because you are 
sharing each others thoughts and ideas. 
God likes you to t a lk to Him too. He wants you to tell 
Him all the nice things that arehappening, what is troub~ing 
you, and what you want Him to do for you . When we talk to 
God in this way we are praying. Prayer i s t a l king t o God. 
It isn't hard to pray; all you have to do is to t a lk to 
God just as you do to your father. Remember, prayer is 
just talking to God. You can say a prayer anytime and 
anywhere. 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: priest 
Priest is our new word for today. A priest is God's 
helper on earth. 
When you are having trouble with your work Sister or 
one of the children help you. You call that person your 
helper because he does your work. 
A priest is God 's helper because he does God 's work 
on earth . God needs priests to work for Him in the Catho-
lic Church. When you were a baby a priest baptized you. 
It was a priest who married your father and mother. The 
priest says Mas s ever y day. If you are sick , a priest 
comes to you and blesses you. The pries t really does all 
the work that Jesus would do if He were on earth today. 
We call priests Father because they take care of us 
for God, our heavenly Father. 
In our parish we have two priests who are God's 
helpers. Their names are Father Gallagher and Father 
Smith . When you see them you can think, "They are GQd•s 
helpers; they are priests. 
What is a priest? A priest is God 's helper on earth, 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT : redeem 
Our new word for today is(teacher pronounces) redeem. 
Do you know anyone who s aves the se? Show children a 
book of Green Stamps. Where do you get them? Yes, some of 
the gas stations give them when your daddy buys gasolene. 
What do you do with them? You save them until you have a 
great many and then Mommy takes them to the Green Stamp 
store to redeem them. 
Suppose your daddy needed money right away, and all 
he had was his watch . What could he do with that watch? 
He could take it to a pawn shop and the man would lend 
him money on it, and later on when daddy wanted the watch 
back, he would redeem it . Redeem means to buy back. 
Do you know that Jesus came down to earth for one 
special r eason? The reason was to redeem us; to buy ~ 
back. Because of Adam and Eve's sin, we were lost to God. 
He wanted us to belong to Him again so much that He was 
willing to pay a big price to redeem us--to buy us back. 
He was willing to give His Life to redeem us--to buy ~ 
back, and that is just what He did. 
ffo redeem us, Jesus died on the cross. We cost Jesus 
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every drop of His blood . What a lot He had to pay to 
buy~ back--to reddem us . He must love us very much to 
give His life to redeem us--!£ buy ~ back . 
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Because Jesus did redeem us we ca ll Him Our Redeemer . 
Redeemer means the One Who bought ~ back, and Jesus is 
The One . 
LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: sacrifice 
Our new word today is one I know you have all heard 
before. (Teacher pronounces sacrifice.) 
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Now, a sacrifice is a gi ft !Q God . It may be doing 
something we do not like to do; it may be giving Him 
something we would like to keep f or ourselves. If it hurts 
a little bit we may be sure it is a sacrifice. When we 
give God our sacrifice , our gift, with love it is no t hard 
at all . It is easy to do something for someone we love very 
much . 
Your mommy and daddy make many sacrif ices for you be -
cause they love you. Many times mommy wou ld like a new 
dres s but she makes a sacrifice, and buys you someth ing 
nice instead. 
Sometimes you would like to buy an ice cream cone , but 
you make a sacrifice- -a gift to God, and give the money to the 
poor instead, or you eat all the vegetables mommy puts on 
your plate even though you do not like them at all. 
The most wonderful sacrifice ~f al l i s the sacr ifice 
Jesus made for us. He gave His life for us when He died 
on the cross, and every single day in ever y s ingle Mass 
all over the whole world Jesus make s the sacrifice--the 
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gift to God---all over again. He gives His life for us 
again every time the priest says Mass . The best part is 
that every time we go to Mass, we can give the gift of 
Jesus' life to God with the priest, so it is our sacrifice, 
our gift to God, too. 
All the little sacrifices--the gifts to God---we make 
please God very much, but the sacrifice of the Mass is the 
very biggest, and the best sacrifice of all. 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT--saint 
You have heard our new word for today very often. You 
know the names of many saints. In fact, your special friend 
is a saint whose name is the same as your own. Now let us 
see wha t the word saint means . 
Have you ever been to Lincoln Park on a holiday when 
it was so crowded you had to wait and wait and wait for a 
ride on the merry - go - round? Wha t a lot of people! 
Did you s ee the parade on Memorial Day when there were 
people lined a ll the way down North Main Street as f a r as 
you could s ee? So many people! In the school ya rd at re-
ces s there are many boys and g irls , and at lunch time there 
a r e even more. 
Now, every s ingle one of those peopl e we have been think-
ing about can become saints some day . You can be a sa int, 
and I can be a sa int, because the word saint means ~ per son 
who dies with gra ce in his soul. So i f we die with grace in 
our souls we sha ll be sa ints forever. Tha t is wha t happened 
to Saint Jos eph, an d Saint Fr ancis , and Sa int John. It hap-
pened to Saint Dorothy, and Saint Mar garet Mary, and Saint 
Barbara. They died with gra ce in their souls; they died 
very dea r friends of God. 
LESSON 
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If your grandmother or your uncle died with God ' s 
grace in their souls then they are saints . 
We know the names of some saints because they had 
so much of God ' s grace . They did everything God wanted, 
and tried to please Him always , so He k~pt giving them 
more and more grace, and when they died He let everyone 
know that they were His very special friends. He wanted 
everyone to know that they cou ld be like these saints and 
become saints too . 
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There are many , many saints living with God in heaven . 
The more grace they had in their soul s when they died the 
greater saints they are. The more grace we have the grea ter 
saints we shall be . 
A saint is a person who dies with grace in his soul . 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: ~ 
We have a new word today. You have heard it many times 
before . (Teacher pronounces sign.) 
Oh dear! Look at the big black cloud in this picture . 
(Show picture). What do you think will happen soon? Yes, 
it is going to rain . It is such a big b~ack cloud it will 
probably rain pitchforks! What was the sign of rain? Yes, 
the big black cloud tells us it will rain soon . A ~ 
tells something . 
Last week Jane had a rash . The rash was a sign that 
Jane had the measles . The rash told us Jane had the measles. 
What does this ~ tell us? (Show Route sign to 
Lincoln Park). Yes , this sign tells us that if we follow 
Route we shall come to Lincoln Park. 
Remember when you first came to school there were 
green leaves on all the trees. Pretty soon the leaves 
turned beautiful colors. You brought them in to school, 
and we thought they were perfectly lovely, didn't we? 
The colored leaves were a sign of something . What did they 
tell us? Yes, they told us that winter soon would be here . 
When we were small mommy told us how to make the Sign 
LESSON 
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of the Cross. This sign tells everyone we are Catholics. 
It tells everyone that we belong to God . 
When you were baptized the priest poured water on 
your head, and said the words, "1 baptize you-------"; 
this was a ~ of something that was happening in your 
soul. The Sign told you that your soul was becoming 
beautiful, and shining and white. 
A sign tells something. A sign tells something that 
is happening or is going to happen. 
Sometimes a sign tells ~ where to go . A sign can 
tell us many wonderful things . 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: sin 
The word we are going to talk about today is sin. 
Sin is doing wha t is wrong when we know what is right. 
If you left your nice red bike in the yard and a boy 
came along and took it, that boy would do wha t is wrong; 
he would commit a sin. He should not t ake what does not 
belong to him, because tha t is stealing , and stealing is 
a sin . 
Suppose a little girl ' s mother tells her not to cross 
the street, and she does. The little girl disobeys her 
mother; she does what i s wrong; she commits a sin. It is 
a sin to disobey. 
A child who talks back to his parents certainly does 
not do what is right. By talking back he aets in a bold 
manner; he does wha t is wrong ; he commits a sin . Acting 
bold toward our parents is a sin. 
Al l these naughty things hurt people, but they offend 
God even more because they are sins. When we do what is 
~g, we sin. 
God gave us ten laws that we must keep. If we break 
the se laws we disobey God. We do what is wrong ; we com-
LESSON 
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mit a sin. 
Sin is disobedience to God's laws . 
What is sin? Sin is disobedience to God's laws. 
(This definition must be memorized as part of the 
religion program.) 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: soul 
We have a very important word to learn today . (Teacher 
pronounces soul) . 
Your soul is the part of you that makes you go. It is 
the life that is in you . 
See this el~ctric light bulb. (Show .a clear bulb that 
is not frosted) . It is filled with wires. Let us make be-
lieve these wires are your body . When we press the button 
on the wall, electricity goes into those wires and we have 
light . The electricity is what makes the light go. When 
we shut off the electricity the bulb is not any good; there 
is no light in it . 
When your soul, the part of you that makes you go , is 
in your body you have life . When you die, the life will go 
out of your body,and then your body will not go . 
We know the story of Adam and Eve. We know God made 
Adam's body out of the dust of the earth. It was only 
when God breathed into Adam his beautiful white soul that 
Adam could get up and walk . 
We cannot see our sou~ because it is a spirit and we 
cannot see a spirit with these eyes. We cannot see elec-
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tricity either, or the air or the wind, but we know they 
are there. We cannot see our soul, but we know it is the 
part of us that makes ~ ~ Our bodies would be useless 
without our souls . 
Soul is a very important word. It means it i s the 
part of us that makes ~ &Q• 
What would happen if your soul left your body? Yes, 
your body would stop going . It would die. 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: temptation 
Our new word today is a word that tries to fool you. 
(Teacher pronounces temptation.) 
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Here is a little bear. (Show picture . ) My goodness! 
Wha t has happened to this poor little fellow? Yes, the bees 
are stinging him. Oh, how that must hurt! Do you know 
why he is so unhappy? Well , he wanted the bees' honey. It 
was not his honey and he should have left it alone, but the 
temptation was too much for him, and he poked his little 
black nose into the beehive, and you can see what happened. 
Temptation is an urge !Q do something wrong. A temp-
tation always looks very nice on top~~~ the honey looked 
nice to the little black bear. When we do the thing that 
is wrong we are very unhappy becaus e we let temptation, the 
urge to do something wrong, fool us. 
When your baby brother or sister make you angry you may 
have a temptation, an urge to do something wr ong--you may 
want to slap him. If you let the temptation fool you, and 
slap your baby brother you will be unhappy because you will 
have sinned. 
If your friend wants to play with your toye, you may 
have a temptation, an urge to do something wrong,--you may 
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want to pull your toys away from him. 
If you see something you like very much, and it is not 
yours, you may have a temptation, an urge to do something 
wrong--you may want to take it. 
When your mother tells you to put off the television 
you may have a temptation, an urge to do something wrong--
you may want to say, 11 I won't". 
We all have temptations, but we know th~t we do not have 
to say,"Yes" . We do not have to do what the temptation urges 
us to do . 
Look at dea r Jesus hang ing on the cross. Jesus suffered 
so much because so many people say yes to a t emptation. 
When we have a temptation , an urge to do something 
wrong, \ve must remember that we can always say no. If we 
do this, we shallalways be very happy. 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: trespass 
Our word for today is trespass . Trespass means to do 
wha t is wrong . 
In the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears we 
learned that Goldilocks went into the home of the three 
bears without being invited. She trespassed on their home. 
She did what ~ wrong. 
We often see the sign NO TRESPASSING. (Print it on the 
board.) When you see this sign on a lawn, it means to keep 
off the grass because the people who live ther e do not want 
you to spoil their lawn. If you do walk on the grass,you 
trespass; you do what is wrong , 
Many times a NO TRESPASSING sign is for our safety . 
It might be put in front of a big hole. If we do not obey 
the sign we might f all into the hole and ge t hurt because 
we did what ~ wrong by trespas sing. 
\.Vhen we sin we do wha t is wrong--we trespass against 
God's laws . Sometimes we ca ll our sins our trespas ses . 
In the Lord's Prayer we ask God to f orgive us our~­
passes which really means forgive us our sins. 
We should try to never trespass, or do what is wrong, 
against God, our neighbor, or ourselves. 
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WORD TO BE TAUGHT: wilful 
Today's new word makes you think of a little boy who 
always wants his own way . (Teacher pronounces wilful.) 
Last Halloween night, just after dark, I saw a crowd 
of little boys talking and whispering together. They were 
planning something. In a little while one of the boys ran 
up to the lady's house next door, rang the doorbell, then 
hid behind a tree to see what would happen. Did that boy 
know whathe was doing? Yes, he did, because he and the 
other boys had talked it over. He knew what he ~ doing , 
and he did it, so what he did was wilful . Wilful means to 
know what you are doing while you are doing it. It is to 
do a thing on purpose . 
Whenever we talk about sin we mean something wilful, 
or it is no sin at all. You must know what you are doing 
is wrong, and do it just the same, to make it a sin. 
Your little baby brother does not sin when he slaps you 
because he does not know it is wrong to slap . Now, if you 
slap him that is different . That could be wilful, if you 
knew it was wrong and did it just the same, 
Suppose you had meat for dinner on Friday, and after 
dinner you remembered it was Friday. Would eating the meat 
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on Friday be wilful for you then? No, of course not, be-
cause you did not know. To be wilful you must know what 
you are doing is wrong while you ~ doing it. 
Remember, you can only commit sin when the wrong things 
you do are wilful--when you know it is wrong, and you do it 
just the ~· 
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LESSON 
WORD TO BE TAUGHT: worthy 
The new word for today will make you want to try very 
hard . (Teacher pronounces worthy . ) 
Remember the other day Sister put a Good Writers' Seal 
on all the papers that were very well written. Now, some 
boys and girls did not get a seal because their papers were 
not worthy. That means their papers were not good enough; 
they did not deserve a seal . 
Sometimes Mommy and Daddy promise you a surprise if 
you are good when they go out. They give you the surprise 
if you are worthy . (Children supply the word.) So you 
try very hard to be worthy . 
When your Daddy was in the Service he might have done 
something very brave. If he did, he was worthy of a medal . 
He was given the medal because he was good enough; he de-
served it . He was worthy . 
One day a soldier asked Jesus to make a sick man better . 
Jesus said He would go right then to the soldier's house, 
but the soldier said to Jesus , "0 Lord, I am not worthy that 
Thou shouldst come . " He did not think he was good enough 
to have Jesus come into his house. He did not think he was 
worthy . 
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When Jesus comes to us we are going t o try to be worthy. 
Sometimes peopl e say nice things about us. We shou ld try to 
be wor thy of the nice t hing s they say. 
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\ZOCABULARY TEST 
GRADE ONE 
1. God 1. my father on earth 
2. our gua rdian angel 
3. ~ father in heaven 
4. our mother in heaven 
2. hail 1. good by 
2. good morning 
3 . hello 
4. good afternoon 
3. heaven 1. Qerfect haQQiness 
2. perfect sunshine 
3. perfect rest 
4. perfect health 
4. Creator 1. one who makes things 
2 . one who makes things out of something 
3 . one who makes things out of nothing 
4. one who makes things out of wood 
5 . sign 1. a sign goes somewhere 
2. ~ sign tells something 
3. a sign sees something 
4. a sign does something 
6. guardian 1. one who sees you 
2. one who likes you 
3. one who plays with you 
4. Qllit who takes ~ of you 
7. forgive 1. to end 
2. to excuse 
3. to sin 
4. to exercise 
8. appearance 1. what a thing acts like 
2. what a thing does 
3. what a thing i s for 
4. what a thing looks like 
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9. everlasting 1. never !£ end 
2. never to have 
3. never to last 
4. never to do. 
10. obey 1. to have what one sees 
2. to do what one likes 
3. to do what one hates 
4. !Q do what ~ i s told 
11. detest 1. to love very much 
2. to see very much 
3. to hate very much 
4 . to have very much 
12. merit 1. to give a reward 
2. to have a reward 
3. to ~ a reward 
4. to pay a reward 
13. heartily 1. right from your life 
2. right from your heart 
3. right from God 
4. right from your book 
14. sin 1. obedience to God's law 
2. love of God's law 
3. disobedience to God's law 
4. obedience to the country's law 
15. act 1. to see 
2. to go 
3. to do 
4 . to have 
16. confess 1. to tell on your brother 
2. to tell on yourself 
3. to tell on your sister 
4. to tell on your friend 
17. trespass 1. to do something hard 
2. to do something wrong 
3. to do something good 
4 . to do something right 
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18. immacula te 1. very happy 
2. very dirty 
3. very pretty 
4. very clean 
19. believe 1. to know some thing is bad 
2. to know something is good 
3. !2, know something is ~ 
4. to know something is nice 
20. faithful 1. to be safe and well 
2. to be happy and good 
3. to be up or down 
4. to be loyal and true 
21. sacrifice 1. a gift to your mother 
2. 2. gift to God 
3. a gift to your f riend 
4. a gift to Saint Joseph 
22. hallowed 1. made strong 
2. made holy 
3. made weak 
4 . made happy 
23. offend 1. to fight 
2. to offer 
3. !2, hurt 
4. to do 
24. Lord 1. one of Our Lady ' s names 
2. one of your names 
3. one of your friend's names 
4. one ofGod's names 
25 . holy 1. very pretty 
2. very good 
3 . very bad 
4. very funny 
26. priest 1. God's helper in heaven 
2. God's helper in purga tory 
3 . God's helper on earth 
4. God's helper on Sunday 
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27. soul l. The part of you that makes you pretty 
2. The part of you tha t makes you good 
3. The part of you tha t makes you happy 
4 . The part of you tha t makes you live 
28. almighty 1. able ~ do a ll things 
2. able to see all things 
3 . able to make all things 
4. able to know all things 
29. offer 1. to have 
2. to give 
3. to do 
4. to go 
30. original l. fourth 
2. second 
3 . first 
4. third 
31. church l. where we go to play 
2. where we go to have fun 
3 . where we go to live 
4 . where ~ &Q. to ~ 
32. prayer l. talking to Daddy 
2. talking ~ God 
3 . talking to a friend 
4. talking to a puppy 
33. glorious 1. full of sadness 
2. full of fun 
3. full of .igy 
4 . full of action 
34. grievous l. very good 
2. very bad 
3 . very happy 
4. very sad 
35. redeem 1. to buy now 
2. to buy tomorrow 
3. to buy today 
4. to buy back 
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36. infinite 1. without a beginning 
2. without ~ end 
3. without a start 
4. without a place 
37. Catholic 1 . one who be~ongs to a Protestant church 
2. one who belongs to the Cub Scouts 
3. one who belongs to God 
4. ~ who belongs to a Catholic church 
38. commit 1. to say 
2. to have 
3. to do 
4. to go 
39. grace 1. God's love in our hearts 
2. God's life in mll: souls 
3. God's help in our lives 
4. God's love in our lives 
40. saint 1. a person who dies in prison 
2. a person who dies in the hospital 
3. a person who dies in God's grace 
4. a person who dies hating God 
41. crucify 1 . to kill by shooting someone 
2. to kill £y nailing to ~ c ross 
3. to kill by nailing to a tree 
4. to kill by hanging someone 
42. disobedience 1. not doing what one likes 
2. !12! doing what ~ is told 
3. not doing what one wants 
4. not doing what one hates 
43. worthy 1. to be good enough 
2. to be bad enough 
3. to be kind enough 
4. to be sad enough 
44. commandment 1. one of your mother's laws 
2. one of your sister's laws 
3. one of your country's laws 
4. one of God ' s laws 
45. wilful 
46. apostle 
47. mercy 
48. temptation 
49. peace 
SO. creature 
1. dorecarelessly 
2. done .Q!l purpose 
3. done wrong 
4. done on time 
1. one of your friends 
2. one of Our Lady 's friends 
3. one of Saint Joseph's friends 
4. ~of Jesus' friends 
1. goodness 
2. happiness 
3. kindness 
4. gladness 
1. an urge to go to the movies 
2. ~ urge !Q do something wrong 
3. an urge to have some fun 
4. an urge to do something right 
1. quiet 
2. noise 
3. fun 
4. pennies 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4 . 
anything 
anything 
anything 
anything 
God loved 
God punished 
God made 
-----God saved 
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WORD RECOGNITION TEST 127 
-
Lord heartily heaven glorious saint 
God confess church Creator _ggg 
obey hail holy almighty act 
glorious forgive immaculate everlasting grace 
redeem faithful a~:;mearance hallowed soul 
~yard ian trespass grievous temptation obey 
divine of f er heartily sin peace 
prayer mercy prayer saint forgive 
detest merit holy soul ~ 
wilful temptation immaculate believe faithful 
confess infinite commandment heaven Creator 
trespass tres12ass apostle heartily peace 
sign heaven offend Lord hail 
soul hallowed obey Catholic detest 
sac:t:ifice hail offer Creator holy 
Qriest sin worthy offer appearance 
apostle soul original grace original 
God sign almighty infinite merit 
crucify everlasting glorious divine redeem 
church 12rayer offend grievous detest 
Catholic peace grievous grace merit 
immacula te Catholic act guardian crucify 
everlasting creature grace sacrifice Creator 
infinite prayer mercy saint church 
worthy wilful commandment faithful priest 
disobedience temptation appearance wilful a12ostle 
divine worthy guardian disobedience redeem 
c~ 
merit wilful crucify crea ture divine 
mercy tem12tation offend hallowed God 
forgive infinite Eeace believe prayer /: 
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